Role of the night nurse practitioner.
Major changes within the health service both nationally and locally demanded a closer look at the relevance of the night sister/charge nurse role. Research into particular issues such as quality of patient care, junior doctors' hours and general night administration confirm the most appropriate use of nurse practitioner skills. Careful consideration of the implications of the role and the necessary preparatory training formed a crucial part of the planning. A detailed evaluation of the new night nurse practitioner role is essential to review the effectiveness of this role and its contribution to quality patient care.